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Sir Fraunces Knoll es Knighte , Thre- 
ſorer of the Queenes Maieities bouſhold, 
and one of her highnes moſt honourable * 
uie Counſaile, vviſheth aboundance o 
bleſſednes, both in this lyfe & 
in the liſe to come. 
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c VS Jy. UNE bonom able / aboue thir- 


Ei yeeres ſince, printed 


6 [YL "1 15), this ſhorte treatiſe en- 


1 SSRN t ſuing , being tranſlated 


— 4 delivered vnto mee 

by M aifter Foxe, 'wboſe indgement and 
faitbfulneſſe in the Lordes cauſes are, ſo 

ſufficientlye grounded among tbe faithful 
bot b at home aud abroad e, as my pore te- 
Himony can not hing adde thereunto, naye 

ſo much as I not only protett, but alſo re- 
joyce my ſelfe in the fyrſt printing bereof 

vnder 2 Aud the euent hath yet 

more. made good bis choyſe in this trea- 
tiſe wbileft that the ſame was euen deſi- 

rouſly embraced of the chriftian readers, 

and bath ben knowne to perſwade in the 

matter, it treateth f, ſome that e 

fore were, arre wide from the truth ther- 
in. For thong h the volume be very ſmal yet 

dotb it diſcourſe a great poyut of our chri= 
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very plainly and familiarly,but alſo mofle 
pit bely and ſubRantially, which to do can 
not be but to the reader ſingularly a 
full. berefore I baue nowe my ſe 

que fted of A. Foxe, of whom I fyrite re- 
ceiued it, that it would pleaſe him to re- 
vie we the ſame, with ſuch profitable addi 
tions at to bim ſhould ſeeme meete for the 
benefite of the godly reader, that yet once 
more in my time I mig bt publiſh tbe ſame 
te Gods glory and the comfort of the god- 
b.. berin I efteme my ſelfe much bound 
vnto him for graunting my requeſt. Aud 


now (rig bie bonourable ) I tboughte my 


ſelfe to bane a fit occaſion aſwell to gine 
vnto your honor ſome duetiful remibrance 
of my thanke fulnes for ſo greate kindnes 
45 I acknowledge to baue iniozed fro yon. 
4s alſo to publiſ h a booke ſo greatly adui- 
cing.the honour of God and the fait he of 
bis people vnder your honours name, to 
Whom. 1 know both tboſe reſpefts tobe ve- 
12; precious :'T be. Lorde giue bis bleſſing 
therennto , andencreaſe bis beanly giftes 
von 308 with daily encreaſes, euer preſer 
ging your honor and gl yours in this hf. 
we the life of immortality, bleſielnes, * 
in tbe inguomr 's brazen; ooo 

| — — — 4 Hugh Singleton, 
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| Here came to my hands of late a cer- 
| T taine litle boxe, bearing the title: An 
:inſtruction hovy to be bold ypon gods 
promiſe, &c. VVhich boke being trãſ- 
lated aboue xxx. yeeres ſince, ſot a deere father of 
mine, one Richard Melton (to recompence hym 
with ſome fruite of my ſtudyes, for the 
which he more like a naturall, then a ſtepfather 
beſtov ved vpon me in ſetting mee to ſchoole) and 
being broughte to mee by the Printer, I was de- 
fired to rabee a litle paines in peruſing the ſame. 
VVhereunto, to ſatiſke the requeſt both of [ 
and certaine others, which ſemed deſierous of the 
booke,vvas contented to graunt. And ſo much 
the more, both for the authors ſake, being a lear - 
ned vrritet of Luthers yeetes and ſtanding; and 
eſpecially for the argument of the booke iche 
in theſe. our dayes I ſee greatly expedient & min 
needefyll, for comfort of the ſimple ignorant. 
- ForwehartdoQtrinecan be more excellent, then 
of ſaluation? vvhat more ſure, then the promiſe 
of Gad ? what more certaine then the vrtitie 
thereaf2yvhat more comfortable, then ta ſtand 
firme and aſcerteined of the ſame? ot vvhat mage; 
needefull chen the ſame doctrine to be taughte a 


broad ꝰ And that ſo much more nedefull,by how! -- - 
much vvee ſee the aduerſaries of this doctrine in 


theſe our dayes to growegboth ſtrong and man y, 

but none more ſtrong, then mans owne naturall 

ſence and iudgemente, yvhich folowing ay > | 
£ a ; Az. . e 


n Saad WWW 2 F 
$ - bs - $a. © 5 , ö — 1 
= EEK 2 Þ « * 2 * <p" — f *. N : 7 
=; Pe” WY _ 


but his ovvne. ofiginall capacitie. yrithoutthe 
vworde of the goſpell can comprehend litle or no 


ching, of thys m 5 

From the vvhich our naturally ingraſted blindnes 
lirtle differerh the ſcholediui nitie of the papiſtes, 
who albeit they do ſeeme — baldthe 


nam of chriſteyet the promiſes made to vs in chriſt, 
they hold not: the freedome ot his grace they ſee 
not, but make doubts yvher none is,teaching alſo 
that no man ought to be ſure of his ſaluation,but 
; to ſtand in ſeare and doubt. And no great maruel 
Difference jf they ſo teach, ſor ifiuſtification as they ſay doe 
between ftand by workes vvich fait h, and not by faith with 
the Papiſt out vvorkes: by merites: and not by ſe fre- 
and the ly, by our ſelues partly and not by Chriſte onely, 
Protcſlant. how can any certaintye be holden vyithout feare 
or doubting ? And yet neither is feare altogether 
excluded from this certainty,v vhych we hold, ne- 
ther vvorkes alſo from fayth . Ihe feare of God 
How ſeare I meane, vvhich is andoughtto be in euery good 
d conſidẽce childe of God. And ihſtanding his in- 
ſtand togea· herit unce ſtandeth faſt and ſure, As a ſonne and 
ther in a true heyre ſeateth and reuerencerh his father, and yet 
cluiſtian. doubteth not of his heritage: So God is alwayes 
to be ſeared, but his couenant neuer to be miſtru- 
ſted. Neither doe they rightly conſider the cauſes 
of our ſaluation, whiche teache this docttrine of 
' Touching the explication vvhereof, thre cau- 
Three can- ſes arceſpecially to be noted. V Vhereofthe one 
- ſes offaluz- reſteth in the promiſe of God,, the other in the 
tis declared bloud of Chnit: The third in the fayth of man. Al 
vrhiche three, bee cauſes together concurrent for 
our ſaluation. For both gods promiſe ſaueth, and 
22 Chriſtes 
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meane) is to come. The death of vrherup- 
on the promiſe ſtandeth, is paſt. Faith which loo - Aſſurance 
keth to the perſon of him that dyed, endureth. oſ our ſalua- 
. e eee the true aſſurance of ſalua tion hovy it 

the hearts of all the faithful for as it is true reſteth. 

— of Criſ is paſt:Sonoleſſe true 
it is, the thinges promiſed vpon his ſuffering, are 


to come. 

And for ſo much, as all theſe promiſes of God Hovve faith 
are in Chriſt , and made to them that beleeue in brimgech in 
him: therefore faythin Chriſt,to vvhich fayth a- hope. 
lone the promiſe is made, may boldlye call hope 
vnto 2 ſo moſt certainly aſſure himſclfe of 

ted ſaluation. And here riſeth vp the o- 

— fayth, and of hope, with di ce 

tl e waſher winrar — The diſſe- 
4 y knitte together, yet ome what 
in te ice For hope prot reſpecteth the rence ork 
promiſe _— ewene 
euen ſo faythe properly oy ye id 
retreat and in him taket h — diſcuſſed. *' 


_ Rikcation. Thus then the obiecde pe is the J : 
7 Gregor rad of fifth and 


the perſon of the Savior. And though it ofhope 'con 

fayde truely , ſpeaking in righte terms, {idered, ' 

—— beleeue the the promiſe of to bee true: 
vw it is not ſo ns geen vve beleue in oped. 
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Faiththen, touching his obi 
ie opera- Pon ofthe W eee 
non of faith 287+. Hope holdech faſt in the po e is ge- 
Me > Chuiſt,rvhereby hope aſſureth, faith ( 433 
Faith faucet), as tue faith in Chri Note wi L 
hope com. 59 bope againe vrithoutfaithin Gate se | 
Cried Purpoſe Neitheris eucry man thathoj . d be 5 
The cauſe ¶ Cuſe he hopeth vvell, therfore (: opeth, or be 
of our ſalua- he beleeueth vvell, (hn May -3+— 
tion, euer to therefore is he ſaued. VVho n 2 Goch 
fut anciy onde, 2a boldlye may hope off br 
and not to miſe and nothing doub FEE remand { rand 
ding this ho ng doubte. Albeit notyvithitan= 
hope. pe is not alvvayes alike ſtrõg i 
P fpariculer K 245 
| miſes be generall, and indi gy el 
All beleeuers, and e rf r 
yet euery — be hold faſt of all men: 
Chriſt xt — Ps ng —_— Lau 
| emen e 
ſe, apply 232 to basel n he t | 
doubt or are ag — - Sor 
ſpirite , paril 7 4 aeg vvekenes of 
uous impreſſions oft 2 gre- 
. by experience vve ſee happen to the ten 
e of God, vvho holding the ſam wo n 
Fahto in- ſtian fayth, as other ces | ele 0 
| ſtification applying theſe generall promiſesto thi „ yet in 
| —— —j— es to themſclucs, 
| — 2 arochenbe.zadi and diffidence, be ſo 
1 they wold them- 
— 1 
A can ſully mayntain the — chin Ages on | 
neuer be fuchasof infirmity being deiected br - 
F- without woulde ſayne ho homes. through are 
„ ope beter, and can not f buta 
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and feare thereof. Of the which two ſorts ofmen = | 
the one is to be comforted, and well hoped of, for | 
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ainſt thoſe , which of purpoſe contfary to the 
— grace, doe holde that no man oughte 
to be certaine or aſſured in this life of his Gluatis 
and fauour of God, but euer to ſtande in doubte 


though hope and faith many times in good men 
do ſhrinke and quaile through infirmitie and ten- 
tation, yet by grace and goodnes of the Lorde it | 
tiſeth again. The other vtterlye as hereticall and | | 
contrary to grace, are to be deteſted and by found 
doctrine impugned, by ſuch godlye bookes as in | 
this ye may read. Theldrd leſus of his grace 
& goodnes, comfort the weake ſpri- 
ted, xaiſe vp them that be falne, 
reduce the ignorãt, & ſet vp 
his glorious kingdome : 8 
with ſpeede, to who e { BW 
be glory ſor ' 
euer. 


Amen. 
Jobn Foxe. 
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— tenchane inthe popes 
church, by vnlearned pꝛieſtes, which fox 

their purpoſe haue wickedly waſted the 

wo2ds of Salomon in a wong bnder» Eccl.g 
ſtanding, Noman can till whether he be The tebrue 
worthy of loue oꝝ hatred. This erroure mx med 4 
bath Sathan himlelfe bꝛaughte into the thing,andis | 
church co obſcure Chꝛiſt, and cleane ti wrong trãſ- 5 
aboliſh our fapth in him, and in the place laced. 199 
of our faithe tu bying in wauering and = 
doubtfull opiniones, and weake imagi⸗ 

nations into our heades, - wherebp in * 
great extremitie, and earneſt cempeati# A tue chi- 
ons we tould take no aſſurance, but wer ſtian man 
dziuen to feare and doubting, fo2 he that doubteth 
daubteth ol the will and fanour.of God, not of Gods 
and is not aſſured that he will be merci- . 
ful to him foz Chyiſtes ſake, and that all 

bis ſinnes be pardoned in him, am mas 

keth a ſtaid doctrine thereof, and milful· 
eee, eee 
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Faith, 


Incredulity 


but condemned, if he doe not riſe. and re⸗ 
pent. Matt lure it is,fatth in Chꝛiſt is on · 
ly that maketh a true chꝛiſtian mã, doubt 
ting and intredulitie makech a man no 
chꝛiſtian. To belcue and to doubt be not 
both one. To beleue is one thing, and to 
douht is an other. Therefoze he that con» 
tinueth in this fozeſaiv erroze, beleeueth 
not the twelue articles of our Crede, in 
which Gods grace is clerely and vndou- 


_ "- tedlygientovsinChziſt: Thenhowe 


.-- -- cantheybe chꝛiſtian men, which lack the 


”,"**-""faith ofEhyift? Oz hom can ſuch one ſay 


li. © 


1 


2 o 


the Lows nation well, which maketh a 


doctrine ofvoubtfulnes,' Mee may with 


* 


fb» ' 


ar. 


bis mauth found the woꝛds, O oar heauẽ- 
h father: but his heart hath no truſte in 


* God; neither hath any? ſirmitie p he is a 


merrifull father, but doubteth ok p grace 


egen, huber he be mercifull or no, oz 


tO. 


tbe fem iuxues of ſinnes,but his heart be⸗ 


e hither he pardon hun oz not. Dis tongs 
anti L rirrns in Jeſus Chrift, I beleeus 


teueth notthat Chziſt dyed fo our offen⸗ 
ces, and þ, by his denth he hath obteined 
ia dsfagiuenes of all our ling, m_ 
$65 5672 n 87 2 4 5 


ſtian „ und in his incredultie can not be 
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Ir 


; wauereth thus, can not but deſpaire in p 
ute extremitie of tbis life. And if he de⸗ 
ſpaire , without repentante is in dauns 
| ger:fo2 he veperteth with an euill conſci- 
ence, hath no knowledge ofChaift, noz , 
beleucth the goſpell. Then what hope 
can he haue ofeucrlaſting life except J 
ſap he repent his erro2 ? Yet our blynde 
gupdes & ſeducers in the Popes clergye 
haue targhte vs, that no man can pze« 
ciſelye knowe, but oughte co doubte 
whether hee bee in Goddes fauoure 
o2 no. They that bee 02 haue bene in 
thys erroure, what beleile had they? dyd 
they not waunder like the Minde hi⸗ 


erence EET —ͤwm 


ther and thithcr ? Mere they not cleane 
voyde of fapth ? Had they not a wet 

L ched, vncertaine and a wauering life 2 
1 Howe coulde they knowe whicher their 
e „ wonkes pleaſed S DO D o2no ? Mbat 
wuwe ſuche a man thinke in hym ſelle 
2 . but thus, 

2 J am a Chiiftened man, J haue 
es tftudyed to lyue well, and to doe good 


a | woozkes 2 but pet I am vncertayn — | 
20 } ther my woozkes pleaſe GDD, oz 

at „ Whether my linnes be Ar oz 
gl 9 . 2. dog 


r 


Math. 19. 


az not. Mine ill deedes be moe then ms 
good. I haue don mo ſins then vertues, ' 
Alas what ſhall become of mee. They 
that thus wauer and doubt, what hope 
ci they haue in the agony ot death, what 
faich haue they, what thing to truſt vp⸗ 
on? At what time Sathan and his owne 
conſcience ſhall accuſe him of ſin, ſaying, 
he that liucth ill, hall be damned, thou 
neuer fulfilledſt the commandements of 
God, No ſinner can be ſaued. Doth not 
Chziſt ſay it thou will enter into life kepe 
the commandements:but thou haſt neuer 
kept them. Pere is no hope leſt but that 


a man oppꝛeſſed with ſuch cogitations, 


mult needes deſpayze. The blynde Pas 


piſtes haue taughte vs pooze wietches, 
— that the foundation of our hope lyeth in 


glergye, 


the grace of God, x in the merites of our 
owne wozkes,ſo that our hope ſhould be 
nothing els but the expectation of life 
comming of gods grace and of our owne 


hat hope deſeruinges. Item, that our hope in no 


rt Fol 


wile coulde ſtande without che helpe of 
our merites, other of the ſophiſters doe 
thus defyne it: Pope is a boldneſſe of 
minde conceiued of Gods goodnefle to 
haue euerlaſting life thzougye our good 
wozkes, 


8 A aa& , ta Su . eee _— 


Pere thou heareſt theſe to, grace and 
deſeruing,buttheſe two do il ioyne toge⸗ 

ther,fo2 where is grace there is no meri⸗ | 
| ting,againe, where meriting is chere is G e n ee 


ns grace. Therefoze it a ſicke perſone g enn 
tempted about his ſinnes think thus, mo conury 
that without his owne merites hee can things & to 
looke fo no ſaluation, then he truſteth not be ſeperated 
to the grace of God, neither doth he ap⸗ 
pꝛehend it no2 ground bimſelke vpon it, 
fo: ſo he hach ben taught e and ledde that 
it was pꝛeſumpcion to ſap, a man might 
be aſſured of Gods fauour, without the 
adding of his wozks and merices . And 
thus haue we ben led in this fall perſwa⸗ 
ſion ſo many peeres, but in earneſt tenta 
tions there is none that can ſtande vpon 
bis merites oz deedes, foꝛ here commeth 
in the lawe of God accuſing him and all 
other men, that none of them al haue ful⸗ 
filled it. Then where be thole good dedes 
wher vpon the ſicke man may cruſt, and 
hope foz ſaluation therby? In aur great 
tentations wee all doe feele that we bee 
ſinners, and that all our lyfe is noughte 
and ſo vopde of all goodneſſe, that it ia 
not able to abide and ſtande in the ſeuere 
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The lavre, 


iudgement ol GOD. Thele blynd le 
ducers haue made one foote of our hope 
— — — 
other foote lame and halting , 

our owne woozkes. Nowe — — 
our hope ſtand fate, that we fall not into 


| deſperacion ? 


To pꝛoue than that by our deedes 


wee can deſerue no juſtification, neither 


anye paꝛte thereof, wpth all that euer 
wee are able to doe: And that it is not 
in our power to accomplyſhe the lawe 
of GD D, but chat the lawe onely ſer⸗ 
ueth to ſee our vnableneſſe, our vices & 


ſinnes thereby, it needeth no greate de⸗ 


claration, Mee ſee thys daylye in our 
ſelues, chat our fleſhe neuer ceaſeth figh- 
ting, agaynſte the ſpirite, and dooch in⸗ 
wardlye grudge at enerye good deede 
wee doe, ſo that this naughtineſſe and 
roꝛruption ol ours marreth all,whereby 
our good wooꝛkes can not bee pure noz- 
acceptable that wee doe No. vii. Gal. v. 
i. John i. Wherefoze wiitteth John, ik 
we ſap we haue no ſinne, we decetue our 
ſelues, and truth is not in vs. Allo all the 
faichfull ſap daplp in the Loꝛdes pꝛayer. 
Forgeine ys our treſpaſſes. CO. 
e 


LU 


Me be as biifleane enery one, and al ot 
righteotiſneſſe.:like a cloth delete with Eph. 64. 
the flowers of a woman, Furthermoꝛe 
if we did fulfill all commandementes of 
God, pet did we nothing but which is 
our bound duety to doe, nepther can we 
looke fo2 any reward thereby, witnes to -. 
Chzift. Luke. xbii. Whan you haue don Ike. 27. 
all that you can, pet ſaye you be vnpꝛoli⸗ 
table ſeruants, Theſe woꝛdes ol Chꝛiſte . 
verelye map plucke downe our glozye, ' Y 
and make vs. all aſhamed to put anye 4 
affiaunce in our ſelues, oz in our owne 
good wozkes. by 
Powbeit J ſpeake not this to extenuat 5 
the wozthines of good wozks,02 to pluck Poole 
men back frb wel doing, Fo2 b ſcripture neg. = 
teacheth vs,þ the ſtudye of good wozkes ſarye. 7 
is euer to be employed, and willeth vs to 
be folowers of honeſty c good wozking, 
But no man muſt put affiaunce inhys 
wozks,as though by þ wozthines of thẽ 
he could obteine grace, 02 put away 
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02 gett his ſaluation. Fo: if our righte⸗ 8 = 
ouſnes & iuſtificatid befoze god ſtande in 

our might oꝛ merites, then dyed Chziſte | i 
in vapne . Gala. ii. Good woozkes in S. 1 
their degree & oꝛder haue their value aud l 2 


A. 4. be 42 W 


be greatly commended . A good mat | 
* * oughteotnlewe good vertues to thentent 


he may doe the will of his Lozve God, 


whichcommandeth vs to line vertuouſ- 
Ip, and that he map alſo appzoue himſelf 
to his Low God, that God our heauen⸗ 


ly father may be glozified chereby, Alſo 
+ weought to doe good wozkes, to ſhewe 
our ſelues thankfull againeto God, fox 
his infinite benefites and giftes, Alſo we 
mult doe good woꝛkes to exerciſe our 
. faith , that they map be teſtimonies of 
our beleifc,and thus doe they p2ofit both 


me and my neighbour: My neighbour in 


geuing example to encozage him the bet⸗ 
ter to a chziltian life , alſo in that he is 
ſuccoꝛed by them in his neceſſitie. Se⸗ 
tondarily, they pꝛolit me in that they ex⸗ 
erciſe my faith , and moztifie my fleſhe 


and kepe me truely in mp vocacion. Foz 


why if I doe any benefite to my frendes 


and to mine enemies, and perceiue it to 


come of a franke and free hearte , then 
IJ well aſſure my ſelfe that mp faith is 
lively and a true faith which maketh of 


damned ſinners the true childꝛen of god. 


Item, here is to be noted that good 


wozkes be thole, which a man ere a 


ir Cite infaych in his lawful 


and fozme 


vocation, after 
oc ave of GevConery eng a works. > 


and ſinnes be thoke, which be don with 
out fayth and with a fained charitie, tru⸗ 
ſting vpon them to purchaſe the fauour 
of God, the foꝛgiueneſſe ol linnes, and 
the kingdome euerlaſting , which is di- 
rectly contrary from our <hiftian fayth. 
Fo? our chꝛiſtian fayth doth grounde vs 
vpon a moze ſubſtanciall tone, which is 


Chaiſt the true foxgiuer of ſinnes, and The foun- 
our oneliy reconciler , which bath obtey⸗ dation of 
ned fo2 vs this grate, hach waſhed away our faith. 


our ſinnes and hath deſerued foz vs cuer- 
laſting ſaluation, This faith maketh our 
conſciences not to wauer no} doubt anye 
thing of the grace of God, Foz the p20» 
pertie of this fapth is to quiet our conſci⸗ 
ence. The true catholike and liuely fapth \ 


is this, when a man grounding vppon WH =O 
Chziſt fully perſwadech himſelle, e bele⸗ this. 


uech ſtedlaſtlye and nothing daubteth, 
that he hath God pacified , and a moſte 
gentill father to him fox Chziſtes ſake, 
to whom in all his neceſſity, aduerſitie, 
and in all his affaires as a childe co his 
ore wholp cõmitteth and commen 


deth 


7 
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Acts. 15. 


Iohs. 15. 


Iohn. 13. 
Luke. 19. 


callech on him, ſeeketh no ſuccour, con⸗ 
ſolation, noꝛ goodnes but onelp of him. 

This faith purifiech our hearts. This 
faith is alwayes woꝛking thꝛoughe cha- 
ritie andhath the holy ghoſte which mos 
ueth vs and ſtirreth vs vp to folowe the 
example of Chꝛiſt, which hath left behind 
ſteppes of all good woꝛkes, and patience 


in afflictions fo2 vs to folowe, ſaying to 


vs: This is my commandement that pee 
lone together as I haue loued you. You 
be mp krendes if pou wil do theſe things 


that J haue giuen and taught ou. ee 


that loneth me will keepe my leſſons. J 
haue giuen you example,. as I haue done 
to pou, ſo doe pe to pour ſelues, by thys 
vou ſhal bee knowne to be my diſciples, 


il pe haue loue one to a nother.Agapne, 


he that takech not vp his croſle and folo⸗ 


weth me, he is not mp diſciple, 


No good _ There there is no repentance no} as 


faich, no 
good vyorks 
True faith 
true vyorks. 


ny amendment of life, and tudye of goods 


—_ vererp there is no true fapthe. 
True faythe can not bee without good 
woozkes,no moze then a good tree with 
out fruite o2 the ſunne without hys heat, 
thys is vndoubted. eee let euerye 


deth him ſelfe, putteth al his truſt in him 


— 
11 3 « 2 
* 


man 


A Fl 


8 2 


man examine and ſearche. himſelfe well 
leaſt he deceiue himſelle. Pany men ther 
be whiche ſaye they beleeue when they 
haue no beleife , as it map appeare bp 
their vicious and wicked lyfe. Foꝛ this 
is certaine, where ſoeuer true faich is, 
there is allo the feare of God, ther is re⸗ 
pentauce, there a true and a Chꝛiſtian 
mans life foloweth, there the olde ſinfull 


man is put offand a newe put on. Foz Epbe. 4. 


becauſe this is the vertue and operation 
of dur holy baptiſme , that fapth doth 
clean renue & tranſfozme a chꝛiſtian into 
a new man, which walketh not alte fleſh 
but after the ſpirit. Nom. viii. 

Then where the grace ot god woz, 
keth in vs good fruite, and wee begin 
to folow the commandementes of God, 
our old man is not all mozcified ſtraight 
way, but wild and wanton fleſh, wyth her 
luſtes dothe ſtrive againſte vs all cur 
Iyfe long, and neuer ceaſeth pꝛouo⸗ 


king vs to ſinne, and euer rebelleth a- 


gaynſte oure ſpirite, letting and hinde⸗ 
ring vs in all honeſte vertues, whereby 
we bee not able to liue ſo vpꝛighilpe al. 
ter Gods commandements as we would 
Mheretoze when our ſinfull —_— 

oz the 


Rom. 8. 


oz thefeare of death doth come vpon bs, 
we can not truſt to our wozks, no! finde 
any comfoz2c therein, but (if we will bee 
ſaued) we mult needes cry wich the holp 
king Dauid. Enter not Lord into iudge- 
ment with thy ſernant, for in thy ſight no 
liuing fleſh ſhallbe inftified. Dur good 
wozkes thoughe they bee neuer loholye 
and excellent, pet the value ol them is 

not ſuch,neither oughte wee to doe them 

fo any ſuch purpoſe, neither doth God 

require them to be done of vs fo? that in 

tent, that we ſhould be iuſtified and ſaued 
by them, Fo2-noman can truſt anye 

thing to his wozkes.neither be they able 

to deliuer vs from our death. That thing 

only the wozks of Jeſus Chyiſte is able 

to doe and nothing els, 


nig. This gloꝛp and honoure is onely dewe 
Olen eri) tohim any tonomaneile, tobea Jeſus, 
belongeth that is by interpꝛetation, a Saviour, Foꝝ 


hee onelye takech away our ſinnes iuſti⸗ 
fiech and ſaueth vs by his wozkes, @ pals 
ſion, This is his office, his wozke & duty 
onely, fo2 the which hee was ſent hither 
of his Heauenlye Father and oures to 
doe. Therekoze if the holpe wozkes and 
commandemencs of God, can bzing no 
| peace 


peace of conſcience, then what ſhall a mi⸗ 
ſerable ſinner doe inthe diſtreſſe ofhps 
tentation? TUhether ſhall he oe ? whe⸗ 
ther ſhall he turne himſelfe? Ther ſhall - 
he find helpe, and ſuccour anvcoinfozte + 
fo then if we looke fo2 any ſaluation, we 
mult firmelye beleeue and perſwade our 


tonlciences, chat our ſinnes be pardoned 
vs, and cleane taken away. 


But now howe ſhall we be lo certified 
in our mindes. J anſwere, in ſuch tenta⸗ 
tions a man mult needes ſette aparte the 
lawe, and all his good deedes that euer 
he hath done, all his ſtrength, all bis po⸗ 


* 


wer, and merites, and let th ſtande 


a ſide in this caſe. Fo here nothing can 
ſuccoure vs, but onely the wozkes and 
paſſion of Jeſus Chzilt , And therefoze 


we mult appeale from the law, ſtreighte Appeale frõ 
to the riche and mercifull pꝛomiſe of our the avve to 


Father in his ſonneChziſt , as vnto a 
ſure ſuccour and a ſanctuary of ecernall 
ſecurity and peace, and holde it faft in a 
firme and a ſure fayth. And thus ſhall we 


 findcomfozt andquietnes ynough , and 


mote then we candeſire , then nepther 
— bell, ſhall be able co 


/ The 


What the 
1 of 


God is 


Hie. ; 1. 


Heb. 8. 


Heb. g. 


2. Cor. 1 


. N * 2 
- 
a 


T he promiſe of God is this. 

Almightye GOD hath pꝛomiſed vs 
dainnable linners in his onely begotten 
ſonne Jeſus Chyiſte, without any maner 
of exception oz condition of our owne 
merites clearelpc of his owne free grace 
and goodnes, full remiſſion of al our ſins 
his holy lpꝛtite and euer laſting life, and 
that he will euermoꝛe be our Father, and 
that he wil vouchſafe to receiue vs to his 
childzen,# give vs perpetnall ſaluaticn, 

- Theſe tiungs ſtand true, firme eternal, 
vnkaltble, ſure and ſtedfalt fo2 euer. God 
which is almighty, & which can not lye 
hath ſo pꝛomiſed to vs, and hath ſwoꝛne 
di pely by himſelk v he wil pezfo2me thẽ. 

This is the newe teſtament and the e⸗ 
uerlaſting couenant ot grace made to vs 
in Chꝛiſt betwixt him and vs, and confirs 
med with his bloud, wherok his pꝛophets 
ſo greatly ſpeake. 

Chꝛiſte the ſonne of God hath contir⸗ 
med this teſtament by his death, and is 
a ſure gage oꝛ a pledge of this pꝛomiſe 
of God. The truth and grace of God is 


layd and repoſed fo; vs in Chꝛiſt, in him 


we be lure to finde it, as God ſpeaketh ol 


bis lone Chziſte,our true Dauid in the 


plalme. 


plalme.Ixxxir. 

My truth and my mercie batte euer⸗ Pfalmme. 89. 
nermoze be with him, E in my name hys © 
power ſhall be exalted , he ſhall call me: 
Thou art my father my god, e the reſcue © 
ol my health. And J ſhal ſet him to bee © 
- mine heire & firſt begotten ,auancehim © 
aboue al þ kinges of p earth. J ſhall e⸗ 
uermoꝛe reſerue my mercy to him, and 
my faithful ceſtamTt vpon him. And J. 
ſhal let vp his ſeede faz euermoze, @hys< 
tchꝛone like the dayes of the firmainent. © 
And ik his childꝛen tranſgreſſe mp pꝛe⸗ 
ceptes, c wil not walke in my iudgemẽts © 
J ſhall viſite æ chaſtice their iniquities © 
with mp rod, & their ſinnes with ſtripes © 
but J will neuer take away my mertye © 
cleane from him, & mp truth ſhall neuer 
faple him. J will neuer bꝛeake my teſta · 
ment that I make; neither wil J euer go © 
fromp woꝛds þ pꝛocede out of my lpps, © 
Once haue J ſwoꝛn in my bolines, lee if 
euer I bꝛeake mine appointmẽt with my 
feruant Dauid, his lede ſhal remaine fot e: 
ver, & his thꝛon like 5 ſon in im ſight. xc, © 
This pꝛomiſe is allo read in the ti. 
Reg. bii. Pere in this pꝛopheſie God 
e p eternal kingdom — 

in whic 


which perpetuallmercy, peace and quf- 
etnes is,fo2 in Chtiſte he hach repoſed e 


lapd vp bis truth and mercy, Therefoze 


in no other thinge can this pzomile of 
grace be found oz obtained ſaue onely in 
Chzift.Jnhim God hath pꝛomiſed ta vs 
{aluation freely though his mighty mer 
cye: Therefoze who ſoeuer beleeueth in 
Chꝛiſte without any moze a doe (to bee 
bolde vpon it) he hath al thinges , And 


thaughe there be in Chꝛiſtes kingdome 


vveakenes weake and inſirme ſinnera, which flippe 
in Chriſtes and fall many times, pet this pʒiuiledge 
kingdome and pꝛerogatiue they haue, their ſianes 


born vvit 


ſhall not be imputed to damnation. All 


their offences be offences of childꝛen not 


of ſeruants. Me haue a ſalue-conducte &. 


- a paſſepozte thzonghe all the perills of 


death and damnation. Andthough we 


fall neuer lo hainouſlye pet ſhall wee not 


periſh therefoze, fo2 our chꝛiſtian faythe 


- doth ſa faſten vs vnto our Danid Chꝛiſt 


that we be made one ſpirite with hym . - 
In Chꝛiſt we haue the veritie of Goddes 


pꝛomiſe, and bis mercye euermoꝛe to 


continue; our heauenly facher will not 
puniſhe his weake childzenin his wrath 
fo euer but will chaſtict them with fas 

6 uout 


4 - canes, 4 * 


uur in this tempopali lyfe, tall bs again 
to tepentance. Thus che grace ot God 


ſhall euer abide firme and table, whiche FRA 


we bee ſure ſhall not fayle vs ſo that wee 
beleue this Daxid Chriite to be our king, 
and caſt all our cruſt on him, 

And here is to be noted and conſidered 


where he ſapth. Py truth and mercy al: Truth, 


wapes goe with him, if it bee his truthe 

then it cannot lye, no2 deceiue vs:if it be 

his mercy and grace, then ie ſtandeth not Gracs, 

by our wozkes no2 the lame: wherefoze 

al theſe things ſhal happẽ to vs in Chꝛiſt 

and fo2 Chziſtes ſake, which by his woꝛ⸗ 

kes & pallion, hath purchaſed boughte 

all thinges foꝛ vs. 2 "BE 
Bowe downe your eare and come to ;*5* 

me, heare me and pour ſoule ſhall liue, . 

I ſhall ſtrike a bargaine with pou per 

petuall, the ſure mercies which A pzomt- , 

ſed to Pauid. This ſhall be the bargaine, 1. 35 


that J ſhall ſtrike with the houſe of 1/- c 
raell. After thole dayes J ſhall giue my c 
law within their bowels, and will wite . 
it in their hearts:and J wil be their god, ora; 


5 


Heb.8.10, 


Gala3: 


. 


doth the Apoſtle in his epiltle to the He- 
bjues alledge the ſame place,wher he ap 
pꝛoueth that this bargaine of grace 92 
this newe Telkament betwixt God and 
vs is nowe confirmed and ſealed vp by 
the death of Chziſt.And chat god is now 
no maze a ſtreigbt iudge,but a moſt tẽder 
father to all the faithfull ol Chꝛiſt, e that 
he will pardon all their offences. Like 
wiſe to the Gala. S. Paul calleth this e⸗ 
ternall bargayne of grace, ateſtament 
that ſhall ſtand foz euer, where as he wits 


s tethꝛ No mi b2eketh o2 adveth vnto þ wil 


5 02 teſtamente of a man being once con- 
v firmed and ratified, Then il mens teſta⸗ 
5 ments ones made and confirmed , abide 


5 firme and ſure, hom much moze the teſta⸗ 


3 ment of God once confirmed and ratified 


ſhall abide firme ? Thele teſtimonies doe 


| | Weoughte ꝓ;oue euidentiy and ſtronglye that Gods 
It _— rodout. grate pꝛomiſed in Chiilt is fire e ſure, | 


ſo that nowe no beleuer oughte ne can 
doubt ofthe fauour of God and remillion 
ok his linnes. But vndoubtedly and con- 
ſtantly oughte to ſticke to the pꝛomiſe of 
God, which cannot,neither ſhal be found 


falſe, 
N What heart nowels fv hw ef f 


| 


* | 7 
i 


chat wit norrelent de firred bp by "mn 
thys firme and ſweete pzomile of god, to V_ / 
take a bold faith & a confident truſt vpõ Þ of 
grace  fau3} of almighty God being ſo 
p2omiled to vs? Mill not thele wozdes 
make vs certified, yea & allo ſecure as it B Bond, teſt, 


oma pro- 


= — et . 
. 45 = a5 - 


were, a bond, a bazgaineza teſtamee,p2o- , ; 
mile, othe,+ mercy;And al theſe doth no — 
ma which may decetu vs, but god eternal och. 
our father in heauen pꝛomiſe, which is f 
truth it ſelfe . Pt is an hozrible blinds 1 
nes in vs þ wht god himſelte doth call vs ; 1 
to his grace, c doth pꝛomiſe freely to vs | 
foꝛ his mercy lake, cleare remiſſiũ et our . 
ſins, & fo2 p ſame purpoſe hath ſent to vas 4 
bis onely begotten ſonne into the wozid, | Þ 
tobe a ſure token oz pledge of his hea⸗ | 
uenly fauoz and grace, and yet we leane 
& hold moze to our own ſinking wozkes * 
then to the true and euerlaſting truthe 
of God. Ah fo? pitie how many pꝛecious ; Ws 
ſoules moſt pituouſly haue we bzought co 1 
rutne & doubtful deſolation thzough theſe (9 
wozks doing. The lawe onely hath bene bt © 
vttered vnto them, and nothing els beat? = 
into their heades but thys,. what God 13 
requireth ol vs, howe greate ſinners wee 8 
were, what vengeance of God did fall * 
B. 2. vpon K. wy 


— — — — 


vpon ſinne, what tozments, what fire and 
byimſtone we ſhoulde ſuffer in hell. But 
none taught the people kaichfully the p20s 
miſes of God,the gotpell of Chziſt,iu the 
which ſozowful and vexed conſciences of 
ſinners might be refreſhed, and learn the 
infinite and vnlearchable grace whiche 
God ol his vnknowen mercye hath pꝛo⸗ 
miled, that is to ſay hath giuen vs kreely 
in Chꝛiſt, with the which p2omiles ſeelye 
conſciences might be reliued and confir- 
med ſtrongly againſt all the gates ofhel. 


Ve blynd and wietched creatures wold x 


- rewarde God with oucs , and deſerue of 
him all thinges that we haue, we woulde 
not be in his debt 02 danger, we diſday- 
ned to haue his liberty come freely vnto 
bs , and nothing woulde take of him 
by grace. And that was the cauſe why 


YVhat vas Chyiſt was not rightly pꝛeached, but on- 


lye Poſes : Wo it alwapes commeth tog 
paſſe, when the commandementes onelp | 
be ſet fo2th,after the manner ol ß Jewes, 


not Chriſt, and the pzomiſes of God nothing ſpoken 


of, ther can be none other but that mens 
conſciences muſte needes bee vexed and 
diſquieted with miſerable ſoꝛow and per» 
plexitie , lo that they can receiue 75 


By the lawe they bꝛoughte men to the 
knowledge of their ünfulnes, their bn, biste 


wozthines,their infirmitie and vna bility 


fo goodnes, their what te 
— — —.— 


ktolowed: And ſo bꝛought them to humi⸗ 


liate themſelues befoze God, whereby 
they being iuſtiy ſtroken with the feeling 
of Gods right iudgement, might erneſt⸗ 
ly fozechinke them of their ſinnes, e call 
foʒ mercye. They taughte not the lawe ſo 
as though it were pnough to know, what 
were to be done, 02 not to be done, oʒ as 
thoughe ol our ſtrengthe wee coulde doe 


 Kood andeſchewe yll, and ſo by the lawe 


and by our owne-wozkes be founde iuſte 
befoze God, and put away ſinne. Th 


ey 
faughee not the lawe J lap, fox no ſuche „. FR 
end and purpoſe, neyther was the lawe lavy — 
geuen therfoze that we ſhould be iuſtiſied given, 


thereby befoze. God, but it was ginen 


fm this, ta require of vs all righteouſne s, 


33 an 


naughtines, e lo ſinally to a 
and confeſle our owne whetchedneſle, to 


tintent þ being thus contrite & humili⸗ 


ated in heart we might ſeeke to Chꝛiſte 
foz ſuccoure the which by bis wozks and 
paſſion doth onely tuſktfie vs, 

e bee nothing able to deſerue anye 
ſaluation bp the law oz our woꝛks. That 
is an higher and a moze excellent thinge 
chen that our rotten woꝛkes bee able to 
pꝛocure. God hath pꝛomiſed to giue bs 
that freelye by his mercye fo Chꝛiſtes 
ſake, and dooth giue it of grace to them 
that beleeue in Chꝛiſte, as S. Paul to the 
Nomaines doth call euerlaſting lyfe the 
gilt of God , And likewyſe to the Gala⸗ 
thians dooth put a cleare difference be» 
twixt them, and ſheweth plapnlpe hys 
minde of the lam and of the pꝛomiſe how 
they concurre to our iuſtiſication. Let vs 
weigh well his wozds, foz all þ weight & 
foundation ot our iuſtification dooth lye 
vpon thẽ. Pis woꝛdes be theſe. If our in- 
heritance ſtand of the lawe, then it — 
2 de 


deth not of pꝛomiſe. But Gov did geen 


ft co Abꝛaham. Af che lawe had bene ge- Marte dis 
nen bnto vs, which mighte haue iuſkified wel. 
bs, chen our ſuſtification might be of the 

lawe. But the ſcripture hath wzapped al * | 


inges vnder ſinne , that the pꝛomiſe 


th 
| might come by the fayth of Jeſus Chzilt © 


to all chat beleeue. 


And agapne in the ſecond to the Gal. 


Tf our iufkification ſayth he, coulde come 
by the lawe, then Chꝛiſt dyed in vayne. 

Therefoze I ſaye where as men thus by 
the lawe were bꝛought to the knowledge 
of thety ſinnes, and ſo ſtroken with great 
ſwowe and heauineſſe of conſcience, foz 
their ſinfult and vicious nature, thi was 
the goſpell put and ſec befoze them, that 


is to ſape grace pzomiſed in Chic. 


And than did they beginne to beleeue er⸗ 
nefflp and to reioyſe in their hearts truly 
fo2 this grace pꝛomiſed in Chziſte, 


that God had geeuen them fo Chaiſtes 


ſake,forginenes of their ſinnes. Thus, 
Pauls in the place afoze recited , dooth 
comfozt with true conſolation wzetched 
and deſperate ſinners, fo; he leadeth th? 
only to the pꝛomiſe of & D D and bea- 


.teth that into them lo thereby onlp 


Þ.4, our 


* 
*** ". 


ly content with chat, but allo doch ſhewe 
where and how to come by the cozage E 


uſt to doe theſe good wozks 


Thus firſt they taught the lawe fo) res 
pentance, but ſtreighte after they ioyned 
with all the pzomile of God, to bzing mT 


to the knowledge of the moſte rich grace 


of God giuen and pꝛomiſed vs in Chziſt, 
teaching withall where wee ſhoulde get 
the ſtrength co fulfill the commandemẽts 
where our ſinfull nature was not able to 
fulfil it. Jn conſideration whereof,the A 


poltles euerye where declared and ſette 


foo2th the exceeding and paſſing riches 
and treaſures of Gods mightpe. grace 


mhich he hath giuen and p2omiled vs in 


Chꝛiſt, it we beleeue-vpon bim, and ſo 


ſoꝛth did leade wietched ſinners from þ. 


lawe to Chꝛiſt. This great grace of god, 
ſa offered they receiue then and imbꝛa⸗ 
ced greatlye: and thus beleeuing were 
pacikied in their conſciences. 


The law doth thꝛeaten and affraye , but 
than ſhee 2 | 
em 


conſciences be cleane and quiet 
nd doth teach the law e Gods cõman· 
— Dar ws ph 

p of gaod wozkes, and is not on 


PY 


eaten gene; 02 to vel then 
from their agenys, wherefoze wee 
— — 


pnough. Here vpon ——— 
[arhlansſalh, The lawe was as it were Tals 


ſhouldbe by Chailk,foz the 
doth force vs, doth ſtraine vs, — 
vpon vs, doch manace vs, and lyech vpon 
— mon ag of 
good wozkes,perfecte iuſtice, perfect in- 
notencie of heart, perfecte feare and loue 
of God, and alſo of our neighbour. But 
we of our owne ſtrengthe bee not able to 
accompliſh that which it requireth , and 
— it dztueth vs to Chaiſte, and is our 
ſchoolemaiſter vntoChzit, Me than re⸗ 
ceiueth vs comming to him, helping vs, 
and giuing vs all ſuche thinges that the 
lawe requireth of va, ſo that the law ſhal 
not be able to damme vs. 

Fo) this cauſe S. Paule dooth call 


7 —— "nm 3 


Auguſtine doch expound it, the fulfilling 
ofthe lawe. e that hath Chꝛiſt is iuſte, 
be that beleueth in Chzift, hath al things 


_ the lame requireth, Chꝛiſte hath 
reconchs 


ende of 
— the lavve. 


Tere. 11. 


Good men 
doe ſinne. 


reconciled fo2 vs God his Father, hee is 
our mediatour and euerlaſting pꝛieſt, hee 
hath obtepned foz bs grace 122 the — 
ä — — 5 

ſinnes,and all manner —— 
life euerlaſting, de as Jerempe wziceth 
doch giue vs a newe hearte, and a ſoſte 
heart, and the holy ghoſte to moue vs to 
doe well. And where as pet we be partly 
fleſhly,noz can not be al moꝛtiſied in this 


bodp, noz thozowly fulfill the conimaun- 
dements of God, there is hee made oure 


wyſedome, our iuſtice and redemption, ſo 
that his innocencie and all that euer 
bee hath, is made ours by fapch,fo2 after 
that we put on Chꝛiſt vppon vs, and af- 
ter we beleeue in him, there is no ieoper⸗ 
dye can hurt vs, thougbe we be neuer ſo 
weake and frayle, ſo that we do not walk 
purpoſely after our appetite ofthe fleſhs 
and runne ſtill headlong in ſinne , wich 
out repentance , t; oftpmes it happe- 
neth that good and molt godly men doe 
fall as well as other, but pet they lye not 
ſcill, but get vp againe, and be ſtil delited 
with the lawe of God inwardly in theyꝛ 
beartes , euer calling foz remiſſion of 


ſinnes by Chzilte , and obtepne * — 


» ; * 


ſame which wedelire, 
All theſe things we may lee very well 
in Abzaham,foz in Alnaham ſaith 
is the father of all the faithful be- 
e677 gs in 
Abꝛabam a clear 
howe chat a ſinner may be — 
what is the nature of a chnittian fapth, 
what is the power , the pzopertye and 
wozking of the ſame, and allo howe that 
our conſciences may be quieted,whither 
by faith oz by wozkes. Therefoze he that 
is che true child of Abzaham , that is a 
good man in deeede, oꝛ that woulde bee a 
true member ol Ch iſt, let him loke vpon 
Abꝛaham his father, and there he ſhal ſe 
how God doth with ys, how he tendereth 
vs, and hom we doe againe foz 
him, as Paul alſo teacheth vs. Firſte 


of all Abzaham hearde the greate and _— 


riche pꝛomile of God, laying vnto hym: © 
Doe not feare Abzaham, I am thy dert 
der, and great is thy rewarde with mee, 
And afterward, In thy ſeede all nationes 
ſhall be bleſſed, that is, ſhall be delinered 
from ſinne, death, and malediction , and 


- Hall haue enerlaſting life . This was 


gladde tpdinges to Abzaham And a 


— 


3 


. — 
5 


did Abzaham beleeue this pzomile, nots 
withſtanding pet much greued with trou 
bles and ſozrowes. And ſo therefoze was 
lulified by this faith and truſte, that hee 
had to the pzomiſe of God. Nowe thys 
was iiti. c. and thirtye peeres, befoze the 

lawe was giuen , and therefoze was hee 
ſaued, not by the wozkesof the lawe, but 
by his faith in God e in the bleſſed ſeede 
which was pꝛomiſed him. And no other; 
wiſe alſo muſt we all bee ſaued, fo there 
is noother waye no2 meanes to come to 
health, but only the pzomile of God muſk 
tuſtifie vs if we beleeue, and not the law, 
nether wozks, f 
Secondarilpe the faithe ol Abzaham 5 


phe hadde vpen Chiſt, made him a newe 


man, and cleane did alter his olde affec- 
tions, and put in him newe cogitations, 
otherwile then this nature ol ours bath, 
fo he reioyſed onely in the Lozde,and in 
him taketh a maruailoug boldnes, he kno 
weth well that God is his father, which ' 
in al his affaires, afflictions e troubles, 
will helpe him, and thus truſting vnto 
Goddes pꝛomiſe receinech and repoſeth 
dim ſelle in the handes of God, with a 
e eee 


ting nothing- that God will be mer- 
eifull vntohim, euen as any father will 
be to his owne naturall child, whom hee 
loueth moſt tenderlye, ſo then Abzaham 198 
hating this faith, wet vp to the hill at the 15 
commaundement of God, to ſhew his o⸗ * 
bediente, and offered his ſonne. Foz true 1 _, . 

faich can neuer be with ont good wozks, Garz. 

but euer will be occupped, inthe obedi⸗ 199 
ence of God. In the meane ſeaſon Abza- 1 
hams heart and conſcience was nothing x 
vnquieted fo2 all that, but till quiet by 

reaſon of his fapth the had in Chꝛiſte, foz 

he was ener ſure of the fauour and loue 

of God toward him. Wherfoze l. Paule m. 188 
full well deſcribeth his whole thoughte 118 
and cogitation, where as he ſayth that 1 Ws” 
Abꝛaham did neuer ſhzinke in his fapth, * 
no2 doubted in the pꝛomiſe of God, but 
euer ſtrõg in his fayth, did giue gioꝛy to © 
God, knowing well this that hee whiche 
pꝛomiled him was able to perfozme it. 12 
And therefozehe ſayth that it was impu * 8 
ted to him foz righteouſnes , chat is fo) * 1 
his iuſtilication, ſoꝛ this Abzahi thought * * 
and perſwaded himlelfe, that God was - 

almighty and true of his pꝛomiſe, which * 


Daa noveſeate no deere his people © I: 


And ifhe had ſo thought in himlelke ( as 
nowe our papiſts doe teache) I can not 
tell ſurelye whither God loue mee oz no, 
peraduenture he is not ſreendly vnto me, 
no? careth fo me, no regardech me. xc. 
Tf Abꝛaham J ſap, bad thoughte on thys 
maner, 02 had:ſh2inked ſo in his faith, J 
thinke hee would neuer haue intended to 
offer vp his onely ſonne, noꝛ would haue 
bene perſuaded to goe from his Fathers 
houſe out into a ſtrange land, but rather 
would haue thought thus: It is good to 
be ſure ol that a man hath already, this 
T haue and am ſure of, che other is vn⸗ 
ſure, what ſhould J kil my onely and wel 
beloued ſon ? who will giue me another? 
What ſhall J goe out of mine owne 
houſe into a ſtrange land, J can not tell 
bowe farre?what foliſhnes were it * J 
will not ſo, J will tary ſtill here wher I 
am in my Fathers houſe, neither will I 
be ſo cruell to my ſonne loꝛ to ſlape hym. 

Thus J ſay he had thonghte if hee had 
not beleeued conſtantlye, but when hee 
went out ſo boldly and mearily out ot his 
Fathers houle,into a farre and a ſtrange 
rountrey, and with ſo luſtye cheere went 


vppe to the hell with his * i} Thy: 


— > 
AN A 


him vp to God, which na nature of man 
can doe, foꝛ what naturall man can finde 
in his heart to oller vp his ſonne. Than 
be like he did onely hang of che hands of 
God, onely did truſt vppon God, vppon 
his grace, vpon his helpe,nohtng doubt⸗ 
ing in his conſcience, but that God was 
able to perfoꝑme all that hee had pomp» . 
ſed, foꝛ why no doubting heart can be ſo 
willing to doe as Abzaham did, noz pet 
once thinke to doe it. So quiet was As 
bꝛahams conſcience by faythe in Gods 
zomiſe, that Baule in his Epiſtle to the 
omaines, dooth giue him an excellent Rom.. 
pꝛayſe therefoze,chat we all ould mark 
tt, and wel bear it away. Abꝛaham, ſaith © 
he, neuer did ſhꝛinke in his faith, but al- © 
wayes ſtrong in his beleeuing truſted © 
ſurely. hy did he truſt ſurely? becauſe © 
God p2omiled,fo2 this he did knowe any © 
was fully perſwaded that God was true < 
of his wozd and pzomile, what ſoeuer he © 
pꝛomiſeth hee perfozmeth of his grace, 
and is well able to perfozme it, fo2 hee 
is almightye, no2 dooth not pꝛomiſe foꝝ 
our deleruinges , but of his grace one- 
Ive, chat nowe wee map be bold co truſt 


vnto it, Foz ik he ſhoulde pꝛomilt after 
; our 


"at ouny — _ — CC 


The pro- 


And therefoze miteth Paule þ God 
pꝛomiſed Abzaham the bleſling cecc.xxx. 
peeres befvze the law of Poſes was gi⸗ 


miſe vvas en, hecauſe no man ſhould think ſo, this 


made before 


de La 2. bleſſing to ſtand bythe wozks ol the law 


Nota. 


oꝛ that he could not eniope this free pꝛo⸗ 
mile and bleſſing ol God, befoze he did 
fulfill all the lawes of Poſes,Wherfoze 
to2 the loue of God let al good men here 
marke, that Abzaham neuer fayled noꝛ 
did ſhzinke in kayth, no2 tuer doubted at 
the pꝛomiſe of God, noz ofthe lone and 
grace of God toward him, Foz ſo holy 
gboſt doth ſap that he had a ſure perſwa⸗ 
ſion, marke this well :Vfic were a firme 
perſwaſion he had, then it was no opini⸗ 
on, o; doubting, but fully did he cruſt and 
beleue, æ he went not whether, increduli⸗ 
tye and doubting did bydde him to goe, 
(which doubting papiſtes haue taughte 
vs) neither thought be chus, be it true oz 
not true, I will doe it:but his 2 


4 


, 4 * 
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was fullpe perfwadey that it was true 


9 
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which God had pꝛomiled, and that God 
woulde be good and mercifull vnto him, 
had foꝛgeuen his ſinnes,had iuftified him 
and would neuer foꝛſake him noꝛ abiecte 
him, and after this life alſo woulde giue 
him euerlaſting life,fo2 the ſede ſake that 
was pꝛomiſed him, which was Chzilte, 
If God hadde ſapde thus to Abzaham, 
Heare Abzaham:J wil be merciful vnto 


thee, J will fozgiue thee thy ſinnes, and 
alwapes be pꝛeſent with thee and helpe 
thee, ſo on this condition, that thou keepe 


and fulfill all my commandements, thus 
I ſape if God had geuen hym hys p20- 
myſe vnder chys condition of fulfilipng 
his commaundementes, then Abzahams 
conſcience hadde neuer bene merye no2 
quiet, but alwayes doubtting of p grace 
of God and foꝛgiuenes ot his ſinnes, noꝛ 


ſhould euer haue bene certaine ot his ſal⸗ 
uation. 


© Foz thus hee mighte baue thoughte:A 
haue done all that J can with al diligfce 
tu kulfill Gods 


— — 


naching like. Mherefqe th 
'i Gov merino meer an A 


A eoulde ne- 
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Condition. (race of God, if any ſuch condition of ful 
excluded, 


and commaunded mee, and God did giue 
me his pꝛomiſe no ocherwile, but of this 
condition if I kept his commandemeuts 
and J am not able ſo todo, I 
am not ſure whether he wil giue me thele 
things þ hee pꝛomiſed. I can do nothing 


on my parte, and therefoze howe can hee 


keepe his pꝛomiſe wich me, wherekoze 

what hope can J haue nowe of healch. 

It is but loft labour all that I go about. 

Thus J lape if God had pꝛomiſed hys 

bleſſing vnder this contition to Abzae 

ham, chen hee might well haue deſpeared 

The pro- but nome hee addid no ſuche condition, 
miſe came ad all becauſe wee ſhould not doubt, but 
vrithout a- that his pꝛomiſe remaineth alwayes ſure 
ny codition. and ſtable. And this it is that god requis 
reth onely ol vs, that wee ſhould neuer 

doubt noꝛ queſtion of his free grate, but 

to be bold and truſt vpon it, that bee is a 

louing father vnto vs, and that we be his 


childzen, 
But wee could neuer be ſo bolde of thys 


filling þ lame were giuen td al, as if than 


tell whither I ſhall take it 02 no, becauſe 
I haue not perfozmed all was inioyneo 


* * 
— 
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thou baue thy ſinnes fo2gmen, Theres 
foe it is neceſſary that Þ pꝛomiſe of thys 
bleſſing ſtand wout al conditions, and Þ 
out allreſpect of wozkes oꝛ merites, but 
onely in the free grace of God, oz els we 
could neuer be ſure of it, no2 certain, but 
alwayes in doubt miſtruſt. Fo? if re⸗ 
miſſion of our ſins ſhould ſtand in þ full 
ling of the lawe, then our fleſhe being lo 
weake and fraile,and not able to fullil the 
lawe, howe ſhoulde wee be ſure that god 
is good to vs, oꝛ that wee were in the ka⸗ 
uour of God, but rather ſhoulde thinke, 
that he were angry with vs, becauſe wee 
neuer fulfil his commandementes, as we 
ſhould doe. And thus che free pꝛomiſe ol 
God ſhold ſtand voyd & in no effect. Fox 
wh, no man were able to obtaine it. 

But thanks and pꝛayſe be to the faiths 
ful Loꝛde the father ol our Lozde Jeſus 
Chziſt ę ours, the facher ofmercye & the 
god of all comfo2th,who hauing mercye 
vppon bs and tendering our weakenes, 
hath not bildedour health and ſaluation 
vpon any ſuch b2ickle E weak foundatis, 


as vpon our wozks and our fulfilling of I he oun- 
Þ law, fo2 ſo we cold neuer be ſaued. But dation of 


.the foundation þ we be 
Ten C. 2. prenaile 


grounded vpon e our hope, 


pꝛeuaile againſt the gates ok hell, is the 

great grace and mercy of God in his fon 

| Chꝛiſt. Foz in him God hath pꝛomiled 

vs all, remiſlion ot our ſinnes, and euer; 

1 laſting lite. This pꝛomiſe is onely and a · 

| lone all our comfozte ,which boldlye wee 
doe and map truſt vpon, 

Do thus vou ſee howe God pꝛomiſeth 

Grace ee VSremiſſton of our ſinnes and life euer⸗ 

vrichour lalting,not vnder any condition of wozks 

condition. ing, and fulfilling the lawe, but he gineth 

it frely,ofhts fre grace J ſap, only e alon 

thozow Chꝛiſt, and not foꝛ any wozkes of 

ours. And therefoze he gecueth it freelye 

without any condition of our woꝛkes, be⸗ 

cauſe the pꝛomiſe might ſtand firme and 

fable, that is,that we map be ſure of the 

fauour of God, and of remiſſion of ourt 

ſinnes, doubting nothing therin, notwith 

f ſtanding wee bee neuer ſo much ſinfull in 

| our nature,* vnwoꝛthy wietches, that e⸗ 

Nom. yerybeleening Chziſtianman may ſaye 

with Paule: This J knowe and is vn- 

» doubted,that neither death, no! life, ney⸗ 

„ ther angels, neither pzinces, noz pote- 

» ſtates, neither things pꝛeſent noꝛ things 

» to come, neither height no2 depenes, no; 

2 no other creature is able co 3 


ER — 


from the loue of God, which is in Jeſus 
Chuiſt our Lond. Here may we plapnlp 
ſee that Paul had a bolde and a confidence” 
truſt ol the fo2ginenes of ſinnes, and of 
bis health co come,plentuouſipe perſwa- ⸗ 
dev of the grace of God towarde him, op 
els how could he ſo feruently reiayſe and 
tryumphe nie again ll eeanres 
boche in heauen aud in the wozlve , 
mightelye, defping them all, being Tae 
ſure and certaine, that nothing neyther 
aboge no2 beneath,coulde anoy him. And 
why- becauſe he beleued in Chꝛiſte, and 
was ſure ofthe mercye of God towarde 
him thoꝛowe faych, and therefoze was 
his conſcience ſo quiet, and triumphant. 


And euen lo map euery Chꝛiſtian man Marke and 
tikewiſe take þ ſame couzage g the ſame lerne. 


mind in himſelfe, Powbeicyo man can 
doe this vnleſſe he put away all reſpecte 
ok his own merites and wozkes and one* 
ly truſt vnto the free mercy and grace of 


Gov,which grace is giuen vs anly tho: Tx. 


rome Chiilt. aud noe though our ſelues. 
Notwithſtãding yet that good wozks of 
ours conſequently do folowe and ſpꝛinge 
out of this faith, and pꝛomiſe of God. So 
nn the ſame doe not folowe, 

oY C.3, and 


de 
and may folom ther is no true noz 


oſpell.thps holpe not 
ſuffer va to doubte after the papiſts faſhi- 
on, 0} as woulde haue vs not to 
feare as their ſpirite dooch : but 
e wyth a bolde truſte crpeth in our hearts 
\f c to GOD. ib Father, and witneſ⸗ 
if c ſeth wpth our ſpirite that wee bee the 
= t chyldzen and the heyꝛes of GD D, and 
i c felowe heyꝛes wth Czilte , that wee 
if © may be glozified togeather wyth hym. 
/'| Ephe,,, And as Paule to the Epheſlans ſayth, 
| . thepthatbeleeue inChyilte bee ſealed vn 
| with che holy ſpirit of pꝛomile, the w ſpi⸗ 
I Theholy kite we haue as a pledge 02 anernel pe- 
ſpirme i pe of our inheritaunce and poſſeſſion 
dur pledge. which we haue got and be redeme d vnto 
Therfoze with al faith e truſt we muſt 
1 euer looke vpon the p2omile of God. and 
4 vppon Jeſus Chyiſt onely . And ſo in 
thys pꝛomiſe of God - mmm 4 


— — A. 


| 
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inde comfozte and peace plentye, but in 1 
——— 1 2 
and keepe it well in pour remembꝛaunce, | 2 


. where hee ſaych: Abzaham had thys c 


pzomple geauen to hym and to hys ſede, c 
that he ſhould be the hey2e of the wozld, c 
not foz hys wozking after the lawe,but c 
fo: his beleeuing in fapth,fo2 if they that « 
belonge to the lawe, bee the hep2es, c 
then is fapth voyde and the p2omyſe of c 
none effecte.,fe2 why the law wozketh an c 
ger, by reaſon that if there were no law, c 
ther were na traunſgreſſion, .therefoze c 
the inheritice is giuen by faythe as by e 
grace freelp, becauſe che pꝛomiſe muſte e 
ſtande firme and ſtable to all þ ſeede of c 
Abzaham, 0 
Daply experience and pꝛattiſe in trou⸗ 
bles and diſtreſles declareth, that na mi S perience 
(bee hee neuer io holy) can quiet hys cd: 
ſcience by his wozkes . Dur ſinnes and 
death be moze greeuous ennemies vnto 
vs, then that wee bee able to ouer come, 
by our owne deedes and deſeruings, we. 
muſt haue an other manner of meanes to 
tbat, which is our faythe, receining and 
holdeing the pzomyſe ok. G O D in- 
| C.4, Chyilt 


VR BABY 


| Remedy. in 


dentation. 


Chziſt, And ſo that ſhall be able to con⸗ 
quer the mighty feircenes ol ſin e deach, 
This faith retatnech and appzehendeth 
thole infaitble and eternall things, chat is 
toſap: it receiueth not the feeble woꝛkes 
of ours, but the greate grace of GDD, 


 Chiiſthimſelfe,his wozks and his deſer⸗ 


uings, and the pꝛomiſes in Chailt, which 
things be much greater, higber, mozeſta 


ble, and magnificall,then our capacities 


be able to tompꝛehend. Therefoze when 
anye tentacion aſſaulteth, wee muſte not 
looke to the lawe and our woꝛłs, but ſet⸗ 
ting all them aſive , wee muſte runne 
and creepe to the croſſe ot Chʒiſte, wee 
muſte ſecke foz helpe and grace by 
Chꝛiſt, and humbly muſt knowledge our 


faults. 


And though our ſins be neuer ſo gret, oꝛ 


greeuous,though the feare and tentation 


of death be neuer ſo hoꝛrible, pet we muſt 
fill ſticke to the pꝛomile of God, ꝶ ſure⸗ 
ly muſt cruſt and doubt nothing, that our 
ſinnes be ſoꝛgiuẽ vs fo2 Chꝛiſtes ſake ac⸗ 
coding to the pꝛomiſe of God, withoute 
any deſetuings of ours: and that God is 
our father, and we ſhall liue wich him foz 
euer aud cucr, 

The 


The wozks and pallion of Chzilk which 
be okgreat and infinite and omnipotent 
power,oughte moze to ſkirre vs vppe to 
truſt well on God, that hee will bee euer 
moꝛe to vs a merciful Loꝝd, then our ſins 
ought to fray vs. Fo? the grace of God 
in Chꝛiſt is much ſtronger & mote able 
to deliver and helpe, then our linnes bee 
to condemne vs. And this grace of | 
G O D dooth not hang of our wozkes, Rom. 5. 
fo2 than it ſhoulde be vncertaine, but it | 
ſtandeth firme by grace and by fapth in 
Chꝛiſte, with out any regard oz reſpect 
ok our wozking. And this is done by the 
ſingular pꝛonidence of the great fathers 
ly loue of God towarde vs, becauſe our 
tuſtification ſhould ſtande firme and cer⸗ 
taine by faith, ſo that no man nede doubt 
of the fano2 and mercye of God towarde 
him. I this grace and pꝛomiſe ſand in Þ 
hand of God, then ts it ſure , ſo that wee 
cannotdoubt of the remiſlid of our ſins, 13 
But ik hey ſhould ſtand in our own hand 4 
and ſhould hang of our ſelues, then wee a 7 | 
pſhould awayes be vncertain becauſe we ) 
N were neter able to deſerue ſufficiently,be _ 
; ing not ifficient of ſtrength to fulfil che [ho 
tam. Butiſter that wereturn2@ repoſe * 


Chriſts king 


dome is a 


dur ſelues in Chꝛiſt alone, and in the pꝛo⸗ 
mile of God, thꝛough Chꝛiſt, then be we 
ſafe and ſure puough, becauſe God hath 
fo pꝛomiſed of his voluntary grace frelp, 
and hath founded his pꝛomiſe vppon the 
fayth in Chyilt,to the intent it ſhal ſtand 
firme and certaine. And therfoze J ſayd, 
aud ſay againe the kingdome of Chziſte 
to be a kingdome of ſecuritie and peace, 
as the P2zophets doe deſcrybe it. 
In thys kingdome we haue peace and 

moſt ſure ſuccour, ſo that there is nowe 


kingdom of neither ſinne, death, noꝛ hel can feare vs. 


ſecuritie: 
Eſa. 32. 
Eſa. 9. 
Chriſt the 
prince of 
peace. 
Iere. 23. 


So doth Elaias allo call. Chzilt þ pzince 
of peace,whoſe pzincedome ts large and - 
great, and whole peace ſhall neuer haue 
ende. In Jeremp alſa, God doth pꝛomiſe 
bnto I/raell. that is, vnto all belceuers in 
Chꝛiſt, a ſpzinging bud of iuſtice, a king 
which ſhall rule wiſely, and ſhall execute 
iudgement and iuſtice in earth, and vn · 
der whom Lſraell ſhall dwell boldly with 
coufidence,theſe things be in the ſptritu- 
all kingdome of Chit, in which there is 
true and ſpiritual ſecuritie , where as e⸗ 
very chziſtian mans harthath peae with 
god though faith in Chyilt, in thiwhich 
king dome neither ſin can damne bs, — 
ther 
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ther death can kil bs, noꝛ hel can ſwalow 
vs,foz god is with vs and feedeth vs, and 
deſedeth vs as his ſheepe. Therefoze 
who ſhall ſkande againſt vs! And E/ai E. 
hen 5 holy ghoſt,ſaich he,ſhal be pows c 
red from aboue(þ was when Chailte be: c 
gan his kingdome) then the wozke and c 
fruite of iuſtice ſhall bee peace & the kee- c 
ping of Juſtice ſhall be ſilence & ſecurity c 
fo euer & euer. And p people of god ſhall c 
dwell in comlines of peace & in houſes of c 
truſt, All theſe things do nothing els but c 
ſignifie þ Chziſtes people in his kingdõe 
ſhall be all good, quiet, at reſt and merry 
which ſhall haue a quiet & a glad conlci · 
ence, being euermoꝛe ſure & certain that 
God is fauour able vnto them koꝛz Chziſt, 
which doth deliver vs from all euills w ⸗ 
out any doubt. | 
A beſech you what can our aduerſaries 
bzing againſt this? oꝛ how can they main 
tain their erroꝛs in the face of the world? The conclu 
Here haue pꝛoued g taught out of 5 
foundatiũ of the woꝛd of God, þ no faich 
full beleuer in Chꝛiſte can, oꝛ oughte to 
doubt ofthe fauour of God, & of remiſſiũ 
of his ſins, E that his conſciẽce may tho · 
rowly be certified, god is fauozable — 


um, 


4 6 de 2 N r * 
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him; which will pardon all bis fantes; | 


fo2 Chyiſtes ſake in whom we beleeue, e 
which wil tuſkifte vs, and giue vs euerla⸗ 
ſting life wout any doubt. Pere our ads 
O bie cion. uerſaties can haue nothing to lap againſt 
x ofthe pa- this doctrine 02 to ſubuert this foũdation 
© piſte. hut one refuge they haue, that when wee 
bꝛing ſcriptures agaynſt them: what ſap 
they, the Lutberians, bꝛyng Scriptures 
. fox them, but they muſte expounde Scrip 

tures as our fathers dyd. ; 
An anſwere I ãunſwere againe, Ie doe not denye 
ſo to doe, foʒ we map doe it well ynough. 
Cirillus. And J map ſape with Saint Cirillus we 
keepe the faith ofour fathers, and of the 
church ſo karre as we ought, and vſe their 
interpꝛetations ſo much as they require, 
Ancient. But the chiekeſt of the auncient fathers 
doRors a of the church do agre in the ſame matter 
gainſt the no otherwiſe then we expound it, there⸗ 


new Roman fore whp doe thele holye workers bzing | 


Pepiles* for them the church? 


Essen like | godlye doctoz of th ẽ al, in his boke 
which hee wiiteth of Pꝛedeſtination, in 


S. Auguſtine one of the moſte catho · 


the xi. chapter. ſaith in thys wiſe: Truely 


wher as þ apolſle in his epiſtle to 5 Ro. 


mitech thele wozds: Therko is our inhe 
ritance 


> 7 n 
N - 


taunte giuen vn by fayth th 
gue by fayth th1ough grace; © 


mighte ſkande firme © 
and rated maruel (ſaith he) that mt © 
had rather looke on their owne inſirmtiy © 
then vnto the firmitp and ſtedfaftneſſe of © 
Gods pꝛomiſe. But here thou wilt ſaye, 
I cannot tell noz doe not knowe the will £ 
of God ol me. Mell then doſt thou knowe © 
thine owne will of thy ſelfe? if thou doeſt, 
beware,fo he þthinksth he ſtandeth let 
him take hede þ he kal not. Therfoze in ſo © 
much as thou knoweſt nether his wil noꝛ © 
thine owne wil, chen why ſhould not a mi © 
rather put his truſt and hope in p. which 
is moꝛe certaine , than in that which is 
leſſe certaine? 

But ſay they againe, where it is ſpo⸗ 
ken, if thou beleeueſt thou ſhalt be ſaued, 
there one of thele is required ol vs, the o⸗. 
ther is offered, and that which is requi⸗ 
red of vs is in our owne power, the other. 
in God. And why J pꝛay pou, is not both. 
in Gods power, both that which is requi c 
red, and that which is offerte d? foz do not. 
we as well deſtre God to foꝛgiue vs that. 
which he requireth,as wel as that he offe- , 
rech? doe not the belecuers alſo deſire , 


him to encreale their fapth : Do they not. 
: delire 


- epefire allo fox the vibeleners, that they 
e ©maphanefaich.lo that God onely muſte . 
che the beginner and increaſer of faich. In 


© like manner is thys to be taken. If thou 
© geleuetſt thou ſhalt be ſaued, And this: if 


c ks of the fleſhe by the 
1 — — — —— 


one is required, the other is offered . Il 


© thou moztifie (lapth he) þ woꝛk of fleſhe 
C ſpirit, ye ſhal liue: Then to moztifie 

quired , the other is offered vs that wee 
c ſhould liue. That then cherfoze ſhall we 
c not ſay,that this is the gift of god tomoz 
c tifye the wozkes of the fieſh, becauſe it is 
c required of vs to be done? God fozbid, þ 
c any pertaining to the grace of god ſhold 
© ſo thynke. Thys is a damnable errour 


© of the Pelegiens, whom as the Apoltle 


c in his woꝛdes following doothe confute, 


c ſaping: Who ſoeuer be led with the ſpirte 


c of God, they be the childꝛẽ of God. Leſſe 
c we ſhoulde thinke this moztckiing of the 
c fleſh came by our ſpirite, but by the ſpiric 
c of God, of the which ſpirite of God the 
c ſame Apoltle ſpeaketh moze ouer . All 
© theſe things ſapth he, woꝛketh one alonlp 
© ſpirice , deſtributing to euerpe _—_ 

| es 


cherte of the fleſh by ſpirit, that is re- « 
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ſheweth by Fzecbiell the Pꝛophet. And J 


wickednes, ſhewing & declaring thereby 5 


gyltes ſo as it pleaſech hym, amongſte © 
the whyche goltes alſo hee rekeneth © 
fapthe.So then,lpke as thys moztifieng © 
ofthe fleſhe, notwichſtanding it be requi: © 
red of vs, is the gyfteof God, euen ſa © 
is fapth allo the verp gyftof God, though 
neuer theleſſe it be required of vs ( if wee © 
will bee ſaued) to beleeue , fo) theſe © 
thinges both bee commaunded vs of god, ; 
and allo be the giftes of God. To the en- © 17 
tent we ſhoulde vnderſtand, that both we | 
doe them, and pet it is the gyfte of God © 

that we doe them, ſo as the Scripture © 


(ſayth almighty God)ſhal make pou that · Ezechicll, 
you ſhall doe them. That can be moze © - 1 
plapne ? Marke well this place ok ſcrip - - 
cure (gentyll bꝛethꝛen) and pee ſhall ſee © [ 
that God pꝛomiſeth hee will make them © 1 
to doe ſuche chinges, which he will haue 5 N 
done. And ther in þ ſame place, hee bzin- © 
gech fo2th no merites of theirs, but much © 


Þ hee giueth good foz euil, in þ he maketh © 4 
che bꝛing fozth afecrward good wozkes, © Auguſtine 
cauſing them to doe his commandements. vpon the 1 
Allo inthe lxxxviii. pſalme hee ſaythe Pla. 88. 8 
m lyke manner. Lyfte vp pour _ | 
* 0} a. =] 


fo he which pꝛomiſed will perfozme.lo 
as he hath perfoumedmanye things al⸗ 


, redy,fo the truſt that we baue in him, we 
haue it not in our merita, but only of his 
mercy, No man can be ſtrong in this like 


vve be but onelp in the hope of Gods pzomile, - 


weak in our q; as concerning our owne merites, 
Son we be marueilous weake, hut as concers 
miſe frong, ning the p2omile of God, we bee ſtrong, 

And in the lxxxxviii.plalme hee ſaythe: 


> where is ſecurity and peace? bee anſwe⸗ 


reth againe, truely none in this lyfe but 
onely in the hope ol the pꝛomiſe of God, 


S. Ambroſe in the firlte booke de vocat 


22 genti. Ec, niteth if no manClaith he) wil 
gentilib. byeake oz diſpiſe a mans will oz teſta⸗ 
2.C2p.z3. mente, asſapth the Apoſtle noz alter it, 
Thenhowe can it bee that Gods will 
teſtament ſhould be bꝛoken in any thing, 
, It tarieth alwapes, and euery day is ful- 
, filled, that the Lozde pꝛomiſed to Abza« 
© ,hamwichout any condition, > gaue wich 

z out any lawe. 
By this ſaying of Ambroſe it map wel 
appeare, that the pꝛomiſe of the newe te- 
ſtament, (which is, that God wil be mer⸗ 
cifull vnto vs, wil fozgiue vs our linnes, 
wil giue Spy EATER") 


> 
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vs ſafe) that this pꝛomiſe I ſay doth not 


depend ol any condition ofthe law. Foz 


freely it commeth onely of grace, becauſe 
we ſhoutd neuer donbte of his grace and 
fauour toward vs. And what other thing 
meaneth D. Ambroſe where hee lapth lo Ambroſe vp 
ofte, wee be ſaucd befoze God by fapth on. Paule 
only and a lonely. Looke vpon his co- tothe Rom. 
mentaries of the Nomains, looke alſo in 349% 
the Cozin. and Gal, h 

T beopbilattus alſo wyiteth in like ſozt, Cd . 
In ſo much (ſaith he) as it is euident, þ Thcophiza 
the lawe bzingeth nothing but anger, in Rom. 4 
therefoze had Abzaham, his iuſtice and 
inheritance giuen him, becauſe that all © 
ſhould goe by grace.Wherefoze then ſe £ 


ing that all chinges nowe doe ſtande, in 


the grace and in the mercy of God, lo © 
that he is bounde nowe not to wozke af: © 
ter his iuſtice, then what ſhould let vs to © 
chinke, but chat all thinges bee certaine © 
and ſtable what ſoeuer he doth, giueth, oꝛ © 
pꝛomiſeth. | | 
Nowe if blind hipocriſie here obiecte 
again that Paule in this place ſpeketh 
onely of Abzaham and therefoze p thing 
concerneth none els but him, but wee 
muſte ſeeke our health and iuſtilication 
55 .. ©, otherwiſe, 


otherwiſe.J| anſwere again. Not fo. os 
therefoze Paule calleth Abzaham there 
the father of all the beleuers, and in him 
p2opoundeth,co vs alß true meanes how 

al men both befoze the cõming of Chzift, 
and after the comming of Chꝛiſt, muſt be 
tuſtified. And therefoze this text of Paule 
doth as well pertaine to vs all, fo! it is 
wꝛiten and ſec fozth vnco all vs, Euen as 
S. Paule in the very ſame chap. wꝛiteth 
This is not witten foz him onelp (ſayth 
he) that it was imputed to him ſoz iuſtice 
but fo2 vs all, to whom it ſþall be impu⸗ 

ted fo? iuſtice, belecuing on him, 
who rayſed vp from death our 
Lozd Jeſus Chꝛiſt, w was 
ginen fo our ſins, and 
raifed vp again foz 
our iuſtiſicatiõ. 
Amen, 


I ymprinted at Londs by 
Hugh Singleton, dvvelling in Crede 


Lane, at the ſigne of the gylden 


Tunn, neere vnto Ludgate, and 
ere there to be ſold. 


Cum priuilegio. I 
Auno, 1579. 
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